
In tro duc tion 

Is it pos si ble for we be liev ers to have wrong pri or i ties in our church
life? We gen er ally mea sure spir i tual suc cess in terms of mem ber ship
growth, church pro grams, build ings and fi nance. We place more em pha sis
on what we do for God than on what we are becoming in Him. 



This tract is an at tempt to briefly de scribe a more cor rect pri or ity, a
pri or ity more in har mony with the heart of God. 

The Glory of His Per son 

The word “glory’ de notes, a highly com mend able dis tinc tion in
things such as achieve ment, stat ure or splen dor. For ex am ple, the glory of a 
cham pion weight-lifter would be his strength, and the glory of a mu sic
com poser would be the beauty and har mony of the mu sic he has written. 

How does God de fine His glory since He is in fi nitely great in power, 
wis dom, knowl edge and all other mea sures of ca pa bil ity? The an swer to
this ques tion is key to un der stand ing the great truth of sal va tion. God has
cho sen to de fine His glory in terms of His Per son and char ac ter; in other
words, by who He is, rather than what He can do. This does not min i mize
the glory of His power; it does em pha size the glory of His Per son. God is
love; His glory is in His character! 

Mo ses asked God to show him His glory (Ex o dus 33:18). God hon -
ored this re quest by re ply ing that He would pro claim His name, and make
all His good ness pass be fore Mo ses. In do ing so God de scribed His glory to 
Mo ses, for it is not pos si ble that man in his flesh can be hold the fulness of
God’s glory and live (Ex o dus 33:20; 1 Tim o thy 6:16). The fulness of God’s 
glory is man i fest in His face, some thing that we be liev ers can only be hold
in the spirit realm. 

The Fa ther’s glory was ev i dent in the face of Je sus dur ing His
earthly min is try. 

For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of dark ness,” is the One
who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowl edge of the
glory of God in the face of Christ. (2 Co rin thi ans 4:6) 

Our face can re flect what is in our heart. The glory of a godly,
Spirit-filled be liever can be seen in the com pas sion, sin cer ity and love that
is ex pressed by his coun te nance. 

This re la tion ship of glory and char ac ter was what God pro claimed
to Mo ses when He passed be fore him. He de fined His glory in terms of
seven char ac ter vir tues (Ex o dus 34:6-7). These seven qual i ties are as fol -
lows: com pas sion; grace; slow to an ger; full of mercy; full of truth; will ing
to for give in iq uity, trans gres sion and sin; and His judg ments are righ teous
and just. God’s glory ex presses His tran scen dent ho li ness. This is the glory
that will one day fill the earth; it is the glory that we are to seek. 
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The Glory of His Pur pose 

God has de clared His in ten tion to fill the earth with His glory
(Psalm 72:19). 

For the earth will be filled with the knowl edge of the glory of the
Lord, as the wa ters cover the sea. (Habakkuk 2:14) 

This does not im ply that the at mo sphere will be filled with some
ethe real, im per sonal bright ness; it does mean that a ra di ance of God’s holy
pres ence will be ev i dent wher ever men are pres ent. Sin, death and sick ness
will have passed away. The pres ence of God will be sensed ev ery where.
This is the glory that is to come! 

Be fore Adam and Eve fell into sin they were with out cloth ing. Af ter
their sin they dis cov ered their na ked ness, and were ashamed. We in fer
from this that they were clothed in God’s glory when they were cre ated in
His im age, and that this glory was re moved when they sinned. 

The pur pose of God to re deem man is a story of re gained glory. He
in tends to dis play His glory in a great fam ily of sons (Romans 8:29-30; He -
brews 2:6-7). This is where our hearts are to be fo cused. The re demp tion of
lost man kind be gan when God, moved by love as de fined in the qual i ties of 
His glory, came to earth as a man, lived a sin less life and then died a
substitutionary death to atone for our sin. When a per son ac cepts this sac ri -
fice for his sin by faith and re pen tance, he is rec on ciled to God as His child, 
and Christ co mes to abide in his heart. This is the first step in re gain ing
glory. It is a mys tery that is hidden in the gospel. 

. . . God has cho sen you from the be gin ning for sal va tion through
sanc ti fi ca tion by the Spirit and faith in the truth. It was for this He
called you through our gos pel that you may gain the glory of our
Lord Je sus Christ. (2 Thessalonians 2:13-14) 

. . . the mys tery which has been hid den from the past ages and gen er -
a tions, but has now been man i fest to His saints . . . which is Christ in
you, the hope of glory. (Colossians 1:26-27) 

The in ner hope of glory is birthed in the hearts of those who ex pe ri -
ence God’s sav ing grace. 

. . . we have peace with God through our Lord Je sus Christ, through
whom also we have ob tained our in tro duc tion into this grace in
which we stand; and we ex ult in hope of the glory of God. (Romans
5:1-2) 
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God seeks to en cour age us and de velop our hope for the glory that is
to come. This in volves mak ing de ci sions to obey the Lord and to ma ture
into His like ness. Ma tu rity is a life long pro cess of tri als, trib u la tion and
test ing. Just as fire pu ri fies, so also does suf fer ing and per se cu tion carry a
prom ise of great glory. 

For mo men tary, light af flic tion is pro duc ing for us an eter nal
weight of glory far be yond all com par i son. (2 Co rin thi ans 4:17) 

For I con sider the suf fer ings of this pres ent time are not wor thy to be 
com pared with the glory which shall be re vealed in us. (Romans
8:18; NKJ) 

Our goal in this life is to be come more like Je sus. We must al ways
keep our eyes on Him so that we can share His suf fer ings in any fi ery or -
deal that may come upon us. 

But we all, with un veiled face, be hold ing as in a mir ror the glory of
the Lord, are be ing trans formed into the same im age from glory to
glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. (2 Co rin thi ans 3:18) 

Where do we go from here? What do we look for, and how do we
pre pare for the glory that is com ing? Two cli mac tic man i fes ta tions of glory 
lie be fore the church. The first one will be the glory of Christ that rises
upon the church to bring in a great har vest of souls and to close this age of
grace. The sec ond one will be the res ur rec tion of righ teous be liev ers into
their bod ies of glory at the re turn of Christ. 

The Glory of Har vest 

The early church, as de scribed in the New Tes ta ment, was a spir i tu -
ally or ganic en tity un der the head ship of Christ. It grew rap idly as lo cal ex -
pres sions of the body of Christ were planted through out the then known
world. Within a cen tury af ter the death of Paul, the apos tle, lead ers in the
church be gan to teach doc trines that masked the cen tral ity of Christ while
pro mot ing their own au thor ity and pre em i nence. This fall ing away led into
the apostasy of the dark ages. 

Since the ref or ma tion there have been many oc ca sions of re vival
and res to ra tion from the pres ence of the Lord in the church. How ever, the
great est re vival is to come as the Lord pre pares His church for a great
end-time har vest of souls! We are liv ing in a time of res to ra tion as Christ is
re stored to His right ful place in the church. 
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First of all, to know what lies ahead, we need to rec og nize that His
Fa ther prom ised Je sus a great har vest of souls from all na tions. 

Ask of Me, and I will surely give the na tions as Your in her i tance, and 
the very ends of the earth as Your pos ses sion. (Psalm 2:8) 

I will shake all the na tions; and they will come with the wealth of all
na tions . . . . (Haggai 2:7) 

Many na tions will join them selves to the Lord in that day and will
be come My peo ple. (Zech a riah 2:11) 

Sec ondly, we also need to un der stand that this age of grace will close 
with a mighty dem on stra tion of the gos pel to all na tions. 

This gos pel of the king dom will be preached in the whole world as a
tes ti mony to all the na tions, and then the end shall come. (Mat thew
24:14) 

Thirdly, only the com plete gos pel can bring in a fi nal har vest so
great that na tions are changed. In the last days dif fi cult times will come.
Sa tan will bring dark ness into the world through doc trines of de mons and
de ceit ful spir its. New Age lit er a ture and the DaVinci Code are cur rent ex -
am ples. Some will fall away from the faith, but the Lord will gather in a
great har vest from all na tions. God will use His word, the sword of the
Spirit, to over come the dark ness. The sharp lead ing edge of this sword is
the gos pel of the glory of Christ (2 Co rin thi ans 4:3-4). This gos pel pro -
claims and dem on strates the love of God in com pas sion, heal ing mir a cles
and deliverances. There will be per se cu tion, but the pow ers of dark ness
will be bro ken as men be hold the for give ness and love of God in Christ.
The gos pel is not a list of rules on con duct; it is not a user friendly, en ter -
tain ing gos pel; it is not a gos pel that builds re li gious king doms around
preach ers. It is a gos pel that pro claims the glory of Christ; it ex alts Him
alone. When He is lifted up, men and na tions are drawn to Him, and they
will be changed. This gos pel will not di vide be liev ers into groups, it will
unite them around the Person of Christ. 

The key word is glory; a glory that will be a fi nal dem on stra tion of
God’s love for a lost world. All the vir tues of His glory that God de scribed
to Mo ses will draw mul ti tudes from dark ness to Christ. And this in cludes
Is lamic na tions. The prophet Isa iah de scribes the glory of this har vest, that
even to day is be gin ning to take place. 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord will
rise upon you. For be hold, dark ness will cover the earth and deep
dark ness the peo ples; but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory
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will ap pear upon you. Na tions will come to your light, and kings to
the bright ness of your ris ing. (Isa iah 60:1-3) 

The gos pel of the glory of Christ is the mes sage that the world so
des per ately needs to day 

Res ur rec tion Glory 

Ev ery child of God is prom ised that in the res ur rec tion, he or she
will in herit the like ness of Christ (Romans 8:29; 1 Co rin thi ans 15:44;
Philippians 3:20-21). How ever, there will be dif fer ences in the res ur rec -
tion, a dif fer ence that con cerns the cloth ing of glory that be liev ers will
receive. 

There is one glory of the sun, and an other glory of the moon and an -
other glory of the stars; for star dif fers from star in glory. So also is
the res ur rec tion of the dead . . . . (1 Co rin thi ans 15:41-42) 

While we be liev ers live in our flesh, we long to be clothed with our
house from heaven; we re joice in hope of the glory of God! 

For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down,
we have a build ing from God, a house not made with hands, eter nal
in the heav ens. For in deed in this house we groan, long ing to be
clothed with our dwell ing from heaven, in as much as we hav ing put
it on, will not be found na ked. (2 Co rin thi ans 5:1-3) 

The last great event in God’s plan to fill the earth with His glory is
the re turn of Christ. He is com ing in the clouds to be re vealed in glory! At
that time both the dead and the liv ing saints will be caught up to meet the
Lord in the air and given their glo ri fied bod ies. Our hope is that when we
re ceive our new, im mor tal bod ies, they will not be na ked but clothed with
God’s glory. Ap par ently our char ac ter and deeds in this life will be re -
flected in the glory that we will re ceive. Old Tes ta ment saints be lieved that
tor ture and mar tyr dom could lead to a better res ur rec tion (Hebrews 11:35). 

When Adam sinned and lost his cloth ing of glory, all of cre ation fell
into cor rup tion. Ever since then cre ation has been ea gerly wait ing for the
re veal ing of the sons of God in glory, who will re gain the over sight of the
earth that Adam had lost (He brews 2:5-8) 

For the anx ious long ing of the cre ation waits ea gerly for the re veal -
ing of the sons of God . . . . that the cre ation it self will be set free from 
its slav ery to cor rup tion into the free dom of the glory of the chil dren
of God. (Romans 8:19, 21) 

6



Cre ation is long ing for the glory to come, and so should we! The res -
ur rec tion is not some thing to pas sively wait for; we are to pre pare our
hearts, our re la tion ships, our min is try and our vi sion for the glory of har -
vest that will bring the glory of res ur rec tion. 

Con clu sion 

The church is the to tal of all peo ple who have be come chil dren of
God through sav ing faith in the Lord Je sus Christ. It is most en cour ag ing to 
see how great the num ber of be liev ers is, and how fast this num ber is grow -
ing, es pe cially in na tions of the Far East. 

On the other hand, it is dis cour ag ing to see the lack of unity be tween
many Chris tian bod ies. The un for tu nate em pha sis is to pro mote the vis i bil -
ity of their own or ga ni za tion rather than to seek unity with other groups.
These church bod ies are usu ally struc tured af ter in sti tu tional mod els of the
busi ness world with hi er ar chi cal lev els of over sight and programmed
agendas. 

How ever, it is en cour ag ing to see the ex plod ing num ber of be liev ers
who are gath er ing in small group en vi ron ments (i.e. house churches). Their 
vi sion is to re gain the in ti mate re la tion ship with the Lord and with one an -
other that is taught in the New Tes ta ment. They seek to be come func tion ing 
ex pres sions of the body of Christ in righ teous ness, gifts and min is tries of
the Holy Spirit (Romans 12:3-13; 1 Corinthians 14:26). 

It is also en cour ag ing to see the grow ing num ber of Spirit bap tized
be liev ers in the church, and how mir a cles of heal ing and de liv er ance are
be com ing more com mon in evangelism. 

Con sid er ing all of these good trends, there is a grow ing con vic tion
that the Lord is re stor ing His church; the res to ra tion that is prom ised be fore 
He re turns (Acts 3:19). One com po nent of this res to ra tion will be the sal va -
tion of Israel. 

Be fore the church can gather in the great end-time har vest, the unity
that is im plicit in her be ing the body of Christ, must be re stored. Only the
glory of God can ac com plish this! 

The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they
may be one, just as We are one. I in them and You in Me, that they
may be per fected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent
Me, and loved them, even as You loved Me. (John 17:22-23) 
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When we un der stand the pur pose of God in the earth and the role
that the church plays in His pur pose, the great est pri or ity we can have is be -
ing pre pared for the glory that is to come. Our vi sion for to mor row de ter -
mines how we will live today.
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